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 1-800-238-4648 or www.lutheranwomantoday.org.  

Holy Cross Secret Sisters 
Christmas Party! 

 

December 15 at 6:00 pm  
At the Millstone 

 

We will reveal who we had for 2009 and draw 
names for 2010. 

Be sure and bring a revealing gift for your “sister.”  
 

If you can’t make it on the 15th but still want to be a secret 
sister, please contact Judy Wilson or Janet Mitchell. 

 

ALL HOLY CROSS WOMEN ARE WELCOME TO 
JOIN IN THE FUN 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
1015 North Highway 281 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401 
 
Church Office:           (605) 226-0092 
 w w w . h o l y c r o s s l u t h e r a n c h u r c h . c o m 

 
E-Mail  
hclc@holycrosslutheranchurch.com 
wnelsonloe@aol.com 
 
Rev. Bill Nelson-Loefke - Pastor 
Tricia Mortensen - Office Assistant  
JoAnn Williams - Financial Secretary  
Bev Salwei - Pianist  
Dewayne & Jon Hoffman - Custodians 
Ellen Dinger / J. Ellingson - Altar Guild 
Kent Edson - Building Fund Treasurer  
Cindy Kocabinski - Head Teller 
Lyle & Lois Chapin - Head Ushers 
Billie Jo Tosse - Kidz Connection 
Kathy Harris - Women’s Group 
 
Leadership Team 
 
Pam Fiechtner - President  
Cindy Kocabinski - Secretary 
 
Nancy Palmer - Congregational Life 
Lisa Gese - Congregational Life 
Janet Shilman - Congregational Life 
 
Jon Fogarty - Properties 
Pearl Holt - Properties 
Brent Klipfel - Properties 
 
Char Hager - Youth & Education 
Barb Kelly - Youth & Education 
Michelle Vilhauer - Youth & Education 
 
Mike Kocabinski - Worship Planning 
Gary Martinmaas - Worship Planning 
 

 
 All Members Are Ministers! 
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Minutes 
Holy Cross Leadership Team  

November 9, 2009 
 
 

Present:  Pastor Bill, Pam Feichtner, Cindy Kocabinski, Janet Shilman, Jon Fogarty, Pearl Holt, Lois Chapin, 
Barb Kelly, Cindy Haglund, Brent Klipfel, Amanda Wentz, Mike Kocabinski, Lyle Chapin and Paul Fogarty. 
 

Pastor Bill led us in the opening prayer. 
 

Pam had one minor correction to the minutes from the October meeting.  Pearl made a motion to approve the 
minutes with the correction and Janet seconded it.  Minutes approved. 
 

Pam said that there should be no anonymous comments brought to the Leadership Team.  If you have a con-
cern, please put your name on it and the team will consider it.  No comments were offered.  
 

Treasurer’s Report:  JoAnn Williams is now paying the bills, but would like someone else to know what she is 
doing and to help out if needed.  She is mainly working as a financial secretary rather than a regular treasurer.  
We need someone else to answer questions at Leadership Team meetings.  The financial reports were re-
viewed.  Octoberfest brought in $551 and the balance in the Building Fund is $7,288.72.  Simply Giving is 
changing next month.  Up to this point, Thrivent has paid all fees associated with Simply Giving, but that will 
stop as of January 1, 2010.  Pam is checking on how much the fees are to see if we want to continue this and 
absorb the costs.  She will also speak to Kent Edson for advice. 
 

Properties:  Jon reported on the progress made with the problem we’ve been having with water in the duct 
work.  It should be fixed, but they will stay on top of it.  Pearl got estimates for a new sign on 8th Avenue.  A 
one-sided 4’ x 8’ sign would be $350 and a two-sided sign would be $460.  There is also a $20 fee from the 
city.  
 

Youth & Education:  Cindy Haglund reported that the Christmas program will be on December 20 during wor-
ship.  Amanda Wentz and Jennifer Fritz will be heading this up and are looking for kids of all ages and adults 
to participate.  Cindy reported that they have had new people who have stepped up and volunteered to be on 
this committee for 2010. 
 

Worship Planning:  Mike Kocabinski is now the representative from this committee coming to Leadership 
Team meetings due to the resignations of Anthony Morrissey and Sheri Weisgram.  Mike reported that there 
was an anonymous gift of a new drum set donated to the church.  He also reported that they are trying out 4 
new cordless microphones for the worship team.  This is on a trial basis only.  The worship team (singers and 
powerpoint) has lost several members.  They will be actively seeking new people through announcements and 
looking at the time and talent sheets. 
 

Congregational Life:  There will be pie and ice cream served after worship on Thanksgiving Eve.  There will 
be sign-up sheets for people to bring pies.  They will also be asking the congregation to bring non-perishable 
food items for local food pantries that evening.    
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Bill reported that one gift bag was given out to a needy person this month.  He is still 
planning on having a New Member Sunday this fall, but no date has been set yet.  He will meet with Congre-
gational Life to pick a date.  He would like one person from each team to attend the orientation.  Pastor Bill 
has been contacted by Joni Larson from Campus Ministry regarding holding their annual dinner at Holy Cross.  
It will be held on March 20, 2010.  They do not need any help, all they are asking for is the use of our space.  
No objections raised.  Pastor Bill and Pastor Jim Seeber will be performing a formal reading of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens on December 19 at 6:30 pm.  A free-will offering will be taken for the Building 
Fund/Altar Space. 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 
 

Old Business:  Pam led a discussion on the fact that the current Leadership Team structure does not fit with 
what our constitution calls for.  Should we form a task force to look at it?  Should there be term limits?  Pastor 
Bill said that there have been 11 revisions since 1996 from the national church and our constitution should be 
updated every 3-4 years and the Bishop has to approve all changes.  Mike made a motion that we table any 
changes at this time and form a committee to look at it in the spring.  Motion carried.   
 

Leadership Team for 2010:  Cindy Kocabinski will stay on as secretary.  The following people have also 
stepped up to be on the team:  Brad Feichtner, Amanda Wentz, Gary Sperle, Kim Carlson, Mike Kocabinski 
and Ryan Mohr.  More people will be sought to serve in 2010.  We will need someone to be President in 2010 
as our former President-Elect has resigned. 
 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the circumstances surrounding the resignations of Anthony and Heidi 
Morrissey.  It was decided that the problems were bigger than we can handle ourselves.  Pearl made a motion, 
seconded by Lois, to call the Bishop’s Office to see if we can get some help from them.  Motion carried.  A 
motion was made and passed not to use the new drum set until the issues are resolved. 
 

New Business:  January 24, 2010 was set as the date for the Annual Meeting.  The Executive Team will begin 
working on the budget for 2010.  It is obvious that cuts will need to be made.  There have been problems with 
the front door keypad/lock box as the number 2 sticks and people can’t always get in.  A new one will be  
purchased.  Pam brought up the fact that since the little ones have Sunday School in the Cry Room, the glass 
top coffee table is not safe.  It was decided to sell the table at the Country Fair.  Due to the problems with the 
pastor’s microphone, a new one will be purchased.  A congregational meeting will be held on November 22 
regarding the altar space and projection ministry. 
 

The next meeting will be held on December 14 at 6:30 pm. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Cindy Kocabinski  
Secretary 

Special Congregational Meeting 
November 22, 2009 

 

Pastor Bill offered an opening prayer. 
 

On behalf of the Leadership Team, Pearl Holt offered a brief statement regarding the problems and tension be-
ing experienced at Holy Cross recently.  She stated that our goal should be making Holy Cross a healthy envi-
ronment, always keeping our mission statement at the forefront.  The Leadership Team and the pastor intend to 
lead by example and make sure there are opportunities for the congregation to grow in the way we treat others, 
including good behavior, feedback and establishing trust.  Everyone is responsible and we need to hold each 
other accountable.  We need to start now and make a difference. 
 

Pastor Bill passed out a handout containing options for the altar space remodeling and audio/visual work in the 
sanctuary with cost estimates.  These options were offered at the congregational retreat in September and this  
meeting was called to ask for more input from the congregation. 
 

The following possibilities were offered: Since the planter wall was knocked down, the back part of the floor 
of the altar space is bare plywood at this time.  Three carpet samples and bid were available for consideration 
to cover the area until the time when the complete altar space would be recarpeted.  Another suggestion was 
made to use wood laminate instead of carpet. 
 

Continued on page 5 
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(continued from page 4) 
 

Another projector and screen be purchased so everyone at worship will be able to see the screens easily with 
the screens being moved more at an angle.  A suggestion was made that the screens be moved to the other side 
of the beam on the ceiling so the altar would be more visible.  Another comment was made that if we did that, 
the screen would be over a few pews. 
 

Purchasing wireless microphones for the Praise Team.  Two estimates were received, one from Pauer Sound 
for $3,184 and one from Engel Music for $800.  The Praise Team has used the ones from Engel Music the last 
two weeks and feel they are more than adequate. 
 

Purchasing a roll-top desk to house the computer and sound board in the back of the sanctuary, eliminating all 
the wires that are in the altar space at this time.  This could be locked when not in use.  Pastor Bill found a 
desk at JR Furniture for less than $300. 
 

There is some minor electrical work that needs to be done where the plantar was. 
 

The question was asked, “Do we have a fund to pay for this at this time?”  Pastor Bill said it has not been de-
cided how to pay for the work yet.  We could create a special fund, take the money out of the Building Fund, 
use the Building Fund money to repay it as donations come in, or ask for donations from the congregation first. 
 

Janel Ellingson stated that 1/3 of the proceeds from the Country Fair have been designated to go towards a new  
projector and there would probably be enough for that item.  Also, the stools that the Praise Team used to use 
and the coffee table from the cry room were sold at the Country Fair for $130 which would also go toward the  
remodeling of the altar space. 
 

Pastor bill reminded us that at the congregational retreat, it was suggested that we would like to have this work 
done by Christmas and asked if that was still our desire.  Pam stated that the feeling was we have lots of visi-
tors for our Christmas service and we would like to make them as comfortable as possible. 
 

The question as asked if we were looking for a motion today or just bringing information for people to con-
sider.  Pastor Bill said that the Leadership Team needs to know the congregation’s wishes. 
 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously that we form a committee to consider the options and 
accomplish as much of the work as possible by Christmas.  The motion also called for paying for everything 
out of the Building Fund and asking for donations from the congregation to repay the Building Fund.  There 
were several offers of donations at the meeting. 
 

The committee will consist of Jay Rossmam, Gary Sperle, Mike Kocabinski, Gary Martinmaas, Brad Feicht-
ner, Dyane Bjordal, Lon Oleson, Lyle Chapin, Mary Ann Sperle, and Jon Fogarty. 
 

Pastor Bill offered a closing prayer and we adjourned with the room filled with excitement. 

Merry Christmas ! 
 

When at this season of the year we wish our friends a “Merry Christmas,” it is essential to realize 
that true merriment of heart is contingent upon the recognition of the truth that Christ was born in 
Bethlehem for our salvation. The word “merry” is from an old Anglo-Saxon word which sometimes 
meant “famous,” “illustrious,” “great,” or “mighty.” Originally, to be merry did not imply to be merely 
mirthful, but strong and gallant. It was in this sense that gallant soldiers were called “merry men.” 
The word “merry” carries with it the double thought of “might” and “mirth,” and is used both ways in 
Scripture. One of the early Christmas carols was “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen.” The Christian 
is to engage in spiritual merriment as he thinks upon the fact that, through the redemption, he or 
she becomes a child of God’s family We have a merry God, merry in the sense of strong and 
cheerful, as we are redeemed from the lost and elevated into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

– Billy Graham, 
“Marking Your Christmas Merry,” Decision  
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Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus! 

 
 

Over one hundred years ago a little girl, Virginia O’Hanlon, submitted a 
letter to the editor of the New York Sun.  It has since become the most 
reprinted article in history.  On September 21, 1897 Miss O’Hanlon 
sent a question to Francis Church, a veteran newspaperman.   
 
She writes: 

 

Dear Editor: I am 8 years old.  Some of my little f riends say there is no Santa Claus.  Papa 
says, “If you see it in the Sun  it’s so.”  Please tell me the truth; is there a Sa nta Claus? 

Virginia O’Hanlon 
115 West Ninety-Fifth Street 

 

In response, newsman Francis Church answered…. 
  

Virginia, your little friends are wrong.  They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical 
age.  They do not believe except (what) they see.  They think that nothing can be which in not 
 comprehensible by their little minds.  All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are  
little.  In this great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth 
and knowledge. 
 

 Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.  He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devo-
tion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy.  Alas, how 
dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus.  It would be as dreary as if there were no 
VIRGINIAS.  There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this  
existence.  We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight.  The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be extinguished. 
 

Not believe in Santa Claus!  You might as well not believe in fairies!  You might get your papa 
to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did 
not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove?  Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no 
sign that there is no Santa Claus.  The most real things in the world are those that neither children 
nor men can see.  Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn?  Of course not, but that’s no proof 
that they are not there.  Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and  
unseeable in the world. 
 

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.  Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push 
aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond.  Is it all real?  Ah,  
VIRGINIA, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding. 
 

 No Santa Claus!  Thank God! He lives, and he lives forever.  A thousand years from now,  
Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of  
childhood.   
 
We too live in a skeptical world and as Christians our faith is often attacked.  These are  
incredible words of wisdom, yes, even for our world  today! 
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The Season of Advent is Now Upon Us!  
Be Awake! Stay Vigilant.. .. the Lord is Coming!  

 
Many, many years ago I remember what it was like waiting for an expected guest to arrive. 

Now I can almost hear the crackle of the snow on my grandma's driveway as I recall the sound of 
automobile wheels rolling across it. The anticipation was nearly unbearable. I waited patiently or 
perhaps not so much so!  

 
I especially liked when the soon-to-arrive guests were members of my own family. I would 

run with all my might to the back door hoping the car lights belonged to Uncle Frank and Aunt 
Ursula. They always brought something for me. My uncle would often have a Mallo Cup candy in 
his pocket. I could not contain my excitement.  

 
As we approach Advent, it is my prayer that we can possess the same kind of enthusiasm as 

we expectantly watch for the coming of Jesus ... afresh and anew ... to each of us. Advent, the" 
coming days," speaks to the waiting and the knowing that "it" will come to pass.  

 
Oddly enough, Advent begins about the same time as Black Friday does. It seems as though 

we hardly get Thanksgiving, which I believe should happen every day of our lives, out of the way, 
when we hurl ourselves head- long into the frenzy of Christmas. Most of us don't even stop to con-
sider the expectation of Advent at all. Are we too busy? Perhaps if Jesus came this day ... we would 
be too busy to see him! Perhaps this Jesus could not be fit into our schedules!  

 
I encourage you to find moments in your day to STOP and consider what the coming of the 

Christ child was all about. Then, consider the coming of Jesus again. Of course we speak of this sec-
ond coming every time we recite the Apostles Creed. How do we prepare ourselves for this 
"Coming?" I suggest that we prepare our hearts and our minds. We must be ready to welcome Jesus 
with not just our words only, but with our actions as well.  

 
Welcoming Jesus means we must present ourselves as vulnerable and broken people ... who 

expect and NEED him to return to us. Waiting is not enough. When we wait expectedly, everything 
we do and say points to the Coming of Jesus the Christ. All of our actions are informed by this belief 
that Jesus is coming and will come again!  

 
I wait for Jesus' coming and with it an end to injustice in our world, our community, and our 

church. I wait patiently for His return knowing that it is ONLY through Jesus that we are saved.  
 
As we all wait for Christmas to arrive ... help us Almighty Father to understand the real Rea-

son for the Season! Help us and guide us as we live our faith. In the name of the One who is and 
who is to come, Jesus the Christ.  

Amen.  
 
� ��������	

�
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Kids Page 
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December 
Serving Team Schedule   

  

Team Leader:  Pearl Holt 
 

Sunday, December 6 
Korey Freudenthal & Wanda Crissman 
Rick & Bev Bieber 
Jennifer Deiss 
 

Sunday, December 13 
Gary & Mary Anne Sperle 
Scott & Trisha Merkel 
Jordan and Michelle Holt 
Dale & Leslie Farmen 
 

Sunday, December 20 
Dean, Michelle & Leah Vilhauer 
Wendy Plummer 
Tom & Charlene Hager 
Lillian Vilhauer 
 

Sunday, December 27 
Donn & Janet Shilman 
Jeremy & Amanda Wentz 
Ben & Sonya Conrad 
Scott and Dana Althoff   

General Fund Giving Recap 
 

Last week’s General Fund Giving              $    1,214 
Weekly General Fund Giving Goal         $    2,612 
YTD General Fund Giving          $102,806 
YTD General Fund Giving Goal         $121,446 
General Fund Giving Shortfall         $  18,640 
 

Capital Cash Reserve of Building Fund     $    9,021 
(As of November 22) 

 

We invite your continued prayerful consideration. 

December 6 
Wayne & Pearl Holt 
Del Heupel 
Noah Martinmaas 
 

December 13 
Mike & Cindy 
      Kocabinski 
Phyllis Kringen 

December 20 
Gary & Mary Anne 
Sperle 
Rusti, Jenni & Logan 
Flack 
 

December 27 
Billie Black 
Janel Ellingson 

Ushering Schedule  
December 2009 
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Thought for the Month 

 

If there is love in 
your heart, 

Christmas can last forever 

A Christmas Wish 
I wish you the joy of Christmas, 
   The season’s sweet repose. 

I wish you the peace of Christmas 
   To mark the old year’s close. 

I wish you the hope of Christmas 
   To cheer you on your way. 

And a heart of faith and gladness 
   To greet each coming day. 

– Author unknown 
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December 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

�� �� ��

�

6 
8:30 Book of Faith 
8:45 WPT 
        Rehearsal 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Coffee & 
           Treats 
7:00 Sr. High Pizza 
    & Karaoke Party 

7 
 
 

8 
11:15  �������������
�����������	�
�������
  

9 
 
 
 
 
6:00 All students through  
        grade 8 practice for 
“All I Want for Christmas 
is Jesus” Sun, Dec 20 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
9:00 All the  
       Kings Men 
 
 

 

13 
 

8:30 Book of Faith 
8:45 WPT 
        Rehearsal 
10:00  Worship   
11:00  Coffee & 
           Treats 
 

 

14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30  Leadership 
         Team 

15 
 
11:15  �������������
�����������	�
�������
�
�
�
�
�
6:00  Secret 
         Sisters @  
         Millstone 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  Kidz Connection 
         Christmas Party w/ 
         cookie decorating. 

17 18 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30  
“A Christmas 
Carol” reading 
by Jim  Seeber 
and Pastor Bill 

20 
8:30 Book of Faith 
8:45 WPT 
        Rehearsal 
10:00 “All I Want 
         for Christmas  
         is Jesus”  
11:00  Coffee & 
           Treats 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Women’s  
        Group 

22 
�
11:15  �������������
�����������	�
�������
  
�
�

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Kidz Connection or 
Confirmation 
                  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Christmas Eve 
Candle Light Service 

25 
Christmas Day 

26 
 

27 
8:30 Book of Faith 
8:45 WPT 
        Rehearsal 
10:00  Worship   
11:00  Coffee &  
           Treats 
 

 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Kidz Connection or 
Confirmation 

31 
 

Happy New Year! 

  

 �
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11:15  �������������
�����������	�
�������
  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 All students through  
        grade 8 practice for 
“All I Want for Christmas 
is Jesus” Sun, Dec 20 
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