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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1015 North Highway 281
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

Church Office: (605) 226-0092

www.holycrosslutheranchurch.com

E-Mail
hclc@holycrosslutheranchurch.com
wnelsonloe@aol.com

Rev. Bill Nelson-Loefke - Pastor
Tricia Mortensen - Office Assistant
Darlene Mohr - Financial Secretary
Anthony Morrissey - Worship Team
Bev Salwei - Pianist

Brandon Sterling - Pianist / Bass
Dewayne & Jon Hoffman - Custodians
Ellen Dinger / J. Ellingson - Altar Guild
Kent Edson - Building Fund Treasurer
Cindy Kocabinski - Head Teller

Lyle & Lois Chapin - Head Ushers
Heidi Morrissey - Kidz Connection
Kathy Harris - Women'’s Group

Leadership Team

Pam Fiechtner - President

Heidi Morrissey - President-Elect
Darlene Mohr - Treasurer

Cindy Kocabinski - Secretary

Nancy Palmer - Congregational Life
Lisa Gese - Congregational Life
Janet Shilman - Congregational Life

Jon Fogarty - Properties
Pearl Holt - Properties
Brent Klipfel - Properties

Char Hager - Youth & Education
Cynthia Haglund - Youth & Education
Barb Kelly - Youth & Education
Michelle Vilhauer - Youth & Education
Jay Rossman - Youth & Education

Anthony Morrissey - Worship Planning

Sheri Weisgram - Worship Planning
Gary Martinmaas - Worship Planning

All Members Are Ministers!

C. Austin Miles was a pharmacist who began writjogpel
songs and eventually became an editor of hymnalsangbooks, as
well as a popular music director at camp meetingsyentions, and
churches. His hobby was photography, and he ftisidarkroom
perfect for developing, not just his photographs,is devotional life.
In its privacy and strange blue glow, Miles couddd his Bible in total
privacy. One day in March, 1912, while waiting gmme film to de-
velop, he opened the Bible to his favorite chaptehn 20, the story of
the first Easter. Miles later said: “As | readhiat day, | seemed to be
part of the scene...My hands were resting on theeBalilile | stared at
the light blue wall. As the light faded, | seentede standing at the
entrance of a garden, looking down a gently wingiath, shaded by
olive branches. A women in white, with head bowehd clasping her
throat as if to choke back her sobs, walked slontly the shadows. It
was Mary. As she came to the tomb, upon whichp&eed her hand,
she bent over to look in and hurried away. Johioining robe,
appeared, looking at the tomb; then came Peter,emtered the tomb,
followed slowly by John.
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In addition to “In the Garden,” Austin Miles isgfauthor of
several other gospel songs including “A New Namé&lory,” Dwelling
in Beulah Land,” and “If Jesus Goes with Me I'll Gaywhere.”



October
Serving Team Schedule

K " $ Team Leader: Ellen Dinger
me # $
% "& October 4
TTRGE " $ Mike & Barb Kelly
19" ( Paul & Paula Winter
) xo $ Craig & Doris Scheuffele
) ) Terry & Brenda Brown
/0 1! October 11
Virginia Hoff
& 2 Darl Olson
'3 001"4456 Eldora Burckhard
Deuwayne & Louise Hoffman
Ushering Schedule October 18
October 2009 Chris & Jennifer Boden
Dana & Robin Mohr
Vern & Estelle Meyers
October 4 October 18 Joe & Lisa Gese
Billie Black Jim & Karen Buss
Janel Ellingson Virginia Hoff . OCFober 25
) . Lyle & Lois Chapin
Lisa, Jordan & Davis Pat & Thomas Brent and Shauna Klipfel
Gese Weisgram Randy & Deb Bonn
October 11 October 25 Ramona Ketterling
Terry & Brenda Brown Mike Kelly

Sharon Hansen Boyd & Jess Perkins

As you read the General Fund Giving Recap be
aware of some changes. To do a better job of
reporting both general giving and building fund
giving to the congregation, along with the usual
financial reporting, there is now a line reflecting
what is presently in the Building Fund. If you
have questions/suggestions, please call the office

General Fund Giving Recap

Last week’s General Fund Giving $ 1,429
Weekly General Fund Giving Goal $ 2,6
YTD General Fund Giving $ 87,7
YTD General Fund Giving Goal $18B3
General Fund Giving Shortfall $ 14,135
Capital Cash Reserve of Building Fund $ 5,197

(As of September 20)
We invite your continued prayerful consideration..
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Mark the Date
Annual
Country Fair

November 21, 2009
In the fellowship hall

, Donations of craft and
baked items are needed.

Mark your calendar to help

make lefsa and kuchen on
November 18, 19 and 20.

Matching funds will be applied for from Thrivent
Financial.
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A Pastoral Letter from Bishop David Zellmer

Bishop Dave writes from Minneapolis with this pastoral letter, which he invites
you to share widely throughout your congregations and among any you know
South Dakota Synod, ELC.A who have concems after the ELCA Churchwide Assembly that concluded today.

August 22, 2009

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

First of all let me quote our Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson: “I make this request: We need one another. We
need time, we need the voices of those who lament and those who rejoice over these actions.”

It has been quite the week not only for the 1,045 voting members and 1,000 visitors at the Churchwide
Assembly but also for you who have watched and listened on the live webcast or read in the newspaper the
work of the Assembly. Following significant debate it was the will of this assembly that we should accept the
Social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust and to approve the four recommendations for Practice and
Policy of Rostered Leaders.

For some of those gathered here or listening in this was long-awaited good news, and for others this was a
decision that would have been avoided if it had been within their power. Many questions remain:

Will there be a place for me in this church, if | disagree with the decisions?
Do | have to leave my church or can | find a way to stay?
Will we have to call someone or teach something we don’t agree with?

| remind you again: Congregations will continue to choose their pastors, and their educational materials. And
the Churchwide Assembly took steps to ensure that your congregational home will continue to be your home,
as it has always been: In the fourth recommendation we were able to amend the suggested pathway into the
future to explicitly make room for those who by their “bound conscience” cannot agree with the decisions that
were made here. Candidacy committees and bishops will be able to vote their consciences. There is room in
this church for those who disagree.

On Tuesday of this week | and our synod staff will be meeting with our Synod Council in Chamberlain to dis-
cuss ways that we might live together into the future. We will have a letter to you from our work together by
next Thursday.

Please know that there is much work yet to be done. New rules will need to be written by Vocation and Edu-
cation; those rules will need to be vetted by the Bishops and finally approved by the Church Council. It will be
several months before that work is completed.

Let St. Paul's words to the Colossians be the last word here: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body.” (Colossians 3:14-15)

Bishop David B Zellmer
South Dakota Synod, ELCA

AR Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

0& EI}U Living in God’s amazing grace
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Aug. 22, 2009
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which biedsrything together in perfect harmony. And letpleace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were ahllethe one body. And be thankful.
—Colossians 3:1415

| write to you from the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assdynin Minneapolis with official information abouhé
actions of this assembly related to human sexualdayn grateful for the manner in which this chuhas en-
gaged in this conversation. The way this asseméydiscussed these questions is a continuatidreafay
this church has deliberated: with deep and heardspect for each other, engaging with Scriptiisgening to
the faith stories and experiences of one anotiertlaough worship and prayer seeking the discenhife
the Spirit.

In my response to the voting members on Friday,ustg@l, | made this request: we need one another. W
need time. We need the voices of those who lanrehtleose who rejoice over these actions, for taagyetie
have been called to proclaim the Good News of JEsuist and engage in God’s mission for the lifehef
world.

The assembly adopted 676—33&ecisely two-thirds of those votiag*Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust,”
the ELCA’s 10th social statement, with minor edabamendments. It also adopted a series of impheinmg
resolutions with amendments. This theological aathing document builds on the key Lutheran priesipf
justification by grace and Christian freedom tovedhe neighbor. It emphasizes that central tovoaation,
in relation to human sexuality, is the building gmdtection of trust in relationships. It therefaffirms that
we are called to be trustworthy in our human sewuahd to build social institutions and practiedsere trust
and trustworthy relationships can thrive. The dasti@ement addresses marriage, same-gender nslaifps,
families, protecting children, friendships, commetmh, social responsibility and moral discernmemig&tding
same-gender committed relationships, the socitdrstent says that this church is not in agreemeshtecog-
nizes the different perspectives which are preapming us.

Our assembly also adopted resolutions proposeldeb@€hurch Council based on those contained in adRe
and Recommendation on Ministry Policies.” The adidirect that changes be made to churchwide policy
documents to make it possible for those in comuhisEme-gender relationships to serve as rosteadéie in
the ELCA. There were amendments to two of the psa|so The assembly adopted the resolutions inathe f
lowing order, beginning with a strong statementuthmw we will live together in the face of our aigee-
ments:

Resolution 3 "RESOLVED, that in the implementation of any riegmns on ministry policies, the ELCA
commit itself to bear one another's burdens, lbeeneighbor, and respect the bound consciences of

all.” (Adopted 771-230 as amended) r

Resolution I “RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to findingays to allow congregations that choose
to do so to recognize, support and hold publiclyoantable life-long, monogamous, same-gender oglati
ships.” (Adopted 619-402)

continued on page 7



Continued from page 6

Resolution 2 “RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to findiregyway for people in such publicly ac-
countable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender oglsiiips to serve as rostered leaders of this

church.” (Adopted 559-451)

Resolution 4 This resolution called upon members to respexbthund consciences of those with whom they
disagree; declared intent to allow structured Béiy in decision making about candidacy and thé proc-
ess; eliminated the prohibition of rostered serigegnembers in publicly accountable, lifelong, mgamous
same-gender relationships; recognized and comniitesspect the conviction of members who

believe that the ELCA should not call or rosterglean committed same-gender relationships; cdbedie-
velopment of accountability guidelines; directedttamendments to ministry policy documents be edadind
approved; and stated that this church continueugi tongregations, bishops, synods and othersmsgpe
for determining who should be called into publiawstry. (Adopted 667—-307 as amended)

| invite you into important, thoughtful, prayerfabnversation about what all of this means for darih mis-
sion together. What is absolutely important foristhat we have this conversation together.

We meet one another finalynot in our agreements or our disagreemebts at the foot of the cross, where
God is faithful, where Christ is present with usdavhere, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we ane @
Christ.

In Christ,

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson

ELCA Presiding Bishop

Comments of Bishop Hanson to the assembly at thdusion of the decisions on human sexuality are at
http://www.elca.org/assembbn the Web.

$% & !

Office of the Presiding Bishop

Remarks to the Eleventh Churchwide Assembly
Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson

Friday, August 21, 2009

| have been thinking about my 23 years as a paastor and how differently | would go into variatmtexts.
Gathering with a family or people who had just exgreced loss, or who perhaps were wondering if gigly
belonged, or felt deeply that ones to whom thepighad been severed from them, | would probalsty tiu
these words:

Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, ywo was raised, who is at the right hand
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will safgus from the love of Christ? [. . .] For |
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor &)ger rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor angtleise in all creation will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus oudl{&omans 8:34-35, 38-39).

If | were going into a family, group, or communttyat had always wondered if they belonged, and esigid
now had received a clear affirmation that they bgéal and the dividing walls and feelings of sepanateem

to have dropped away, that would be a very differemwould probably read these words:
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once fahaffe been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh, he haderboth groups into one and has broken down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility betwees. {i. . .] In him, the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Landiyhom you also are built together spiritu-
ally into a dwelling place for God (Ephesians 21¥3-21-22).

Then | thought, what if those two groups were thgetbut also present were those who had neithparex
enced loss nor the dividing wall of separation aaypdown, but were worried whether what had occurred
might sever our unity in Christ and if their actsomight have contributed to reconciliation or segian? If all
those people were together in a room, | would fead Colossians:

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which birelerything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your heartsytoch indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell iniyachly, teach and admonish one another in
all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts, spsalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everythimthe name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him (Colossiah4-37).

That passage invites those deeply disappointeq timdexpect the freedom to continue to admonishtand
teach in this church. And so, too, it calls thos®wave experienced reconciliation today to hugilivVe are
called to clothe ourselves with love. But we atecalled to let the peace of Christ rule in ourrtt&gaemem-
bering always that we are called in the one bodyvite you into important, thoughtful, prayerfudreversa-
tions about what this means for our life togethias absolutely important for me that we have ¢baversa-
tion together.

| ended my oral report with these words: "We fipatieet one another not in our agreements or oagke-
ments, but at the foot of the cross, where Goditbful, where Christ is present with us, and whesethe
power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in Christ.”

Let us pray. Oh, God, gracious and holy, mysterang merciful, we meet this day at the foot of¢hess,
and there we kneel in gratitude and awe that yoe kaved us so much that you would give the lifgadr
son so that we might have life in his name. Seed3irit of the risen Christ that has been breathtedus.
May it calm us. May your Spirit unite us. May itrdue to gather us. In Jesus' name, AMEN.

Closing Remarks to the Eleventh Churchwide Assembly
Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson
Saturday, August 22, 2009

Thank you for the way you have engaged one anatl@nversation. Thank you for the way that youehav
been consistently and faithfully attentive in pratgethe presence of the Spirit. Thank you that lyaue gath-
ered consistently and faithfully each noon arour@Means of Grace, to be nourished and fed by toed\&f
God that claims us, gathers us, frees us, and sends

Now, it is my commitment to you to continue to séekead this church as | have sought to leadassembly.
| will continue to seek to lead this church in déyat will be challenging for some and joyful fahers, by
calling us—as | called this church earlier this suen—to be a church gathered by the Word of Gotkriag
to it speak, and consistently in prayer.

| pledge to speak well of you, and | ask you tcagpeell of one another. One way | will speak wéliyou is
not to use the word "fear" to describe those whaosp the actions that prevailed in many of ourudisons.
It is neither helpful for our life together noriigespectful of deeply held convictions shapedh®ology,
Scripture, and faith.

continued on page 9



continued from page 8

| am committed to the Evangelical Lutheran ChurcAmerica continuing to be a church body where feop
feel safe to teach, preach, lead, and serve in it@ythey believe are consistent with the vowsak ordi-
nation and the promises made in the affirmatioBaystism.

Please know that this needs to be a church safadaich theological conversation, biblical ingyiand faith
expressions and explorations that have marked tartsdor 500 years.

It will take time to put these actions into implemiag form to bring to the Church Council. It alsdl take
time to process our work. My prayer and my pleth&t we take that time together, rather than séglgra

When we began the process to develop the soctehstat on human sexuality, | said that one of neatgst
fears was that we would spend more of our timeearagy engaging people with whom we agree tharethos
who have different perspectives. That is still mpcern. Now— perhaps more than ever—we need to stay
engaged with one another.

| ask those of you wondering about your place ig thurch to let us be a part of that discernmgake time
with your decision. Step back. Understand the ntagdeiof the decision if you choose to leave, besaves
will be diminished by your absence, and the cagdoitus to do the work God has gifted us through $pirit
and freed us in Christ to do will also be diminidhe

| pray that the story we tell of this assemblyligays the story of God's love for us in Christ Jseconciling
the whole world to God, giving us the ministry ahd message of reconciliation. That Good Newsagjtmod
to squander with internal conflicts that will draiar energies and diminish our capacity to brirag thood
News to the world so that all might know Jesus.

| said months ago in an articleTime Lutherarthat | came into this assembly with confident hdgegause the
word "confident" comes from the Lataon fide,"with faith."” This is a hope born of faith in thisen Christ. A
verse for me all summer has been 1 Peter 1:3: $Btebe the God and Father of our Lord Jesus CBiyshis
great mercy he has given us a new birth into adi\iope through the resurrection of Jesus Chost the
dead."

In that promise | have sought to faithfully leadiydhe [2009] Churchwide Assembly has been a ahgdie-
and it has been a joy. But more than anythingast lhreen a way to serve as we together serve odr lrothat
promise of hope, | take up the work that we all rehare: to be attentive to one another, to be tpéme
Spirit, to be proclaiming the Good News of Chréstd to be serving our neighbor.
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Holy Cross Leadership Team
September 14, 2009

Present Pastor Bill, Pam Feichtner, Anthony MorrissegitH Morrissey, Barb Kelly, Darlene Mohr, Cindy
Kocabinski, Janet Shilman, Jon Fogerty, Pearl Hofie Chapin, Lois Chapin and Nancy Palmer.

Pastor Bill led us in the opening prayer.

Pam asked for a motion to approve the minutes tlr@mrAugust meeting. Heidi moved to approve theutes
and Nancy seconded it. Minutes approved.

Treasurer’s RepartBank balance is $13,610 which includes the ditypmoney from Bethesda. Also, there
is a bill for insurance of $2,500 which will neexldome out of that. Darlene reported that we &ez budget
in three categories. Donations for the radio niipiare picking up. Pam asked if each committdd come
up with their own budget to help with planning faext year. The balance in the Building Fund atethe of
August was $3,639.89. Kent Edson keeps trackeoBihilding Fund and transfers the amount that comes
from Simply Giving. The subject of reinstating {Béts and Memorials Committee was brought up. rPea
explained that all gifts used to go into a sepasat®unt and now gifts just go toward each budgets and
Pearl will be on this committee and keep tracklbgiéts. They will keep the money separate withbaving

a separate account due to the expenses involvel ésupaying for checks, etc.). Each committesked to
give Lois and Pearl a list of their needs.

Executive Team Pam reported on the Executive Team meetingjhstdefore the Leadership Team meeting.
The printer in the office died and Pastor Bill pheised a new one which has a fax machine builOictober-

fest will be held on October 24, put on by the roéRloly Cross. The money raised will go into theilBing
Fund. A suggestion was made to Pam that we haaedvailable at the event. Pastor Bill checkedhwhe

City and there would be a $10 fee for a one-dagne. He also talked to the Synod Office and Hagy there
would be a definite liability issue. The Executiveam decided there would be NO BEER at Octobeest
there will be root beer and pop. Pastor Bill expd that the new Sunday School for preschooleishmiias
started yesterday was in response to an e-maihthbad received from a parent who felt that thie lkids

were being ignored. Hannah will be working witke tiitle kids during the sermon and hopefully samhéhe
parents will step up to help out.

Properties The pot hole at the end of the parking lot hesnbfixed and they have sprayed for weeds.

Youth & Education Kidz Connection will start on Wednesday, Septenils. Eleven children are signed up
so far. Heidi said that they are waiting to seeny more sign up before ordering the materials.

Worship Planning Anthony reported that they had a meeting lasttmavith the singers. They removed the
big stools and will get smaller and shorter ondésss Perkins has information on new ones she fauvl
Mart. The committee would like to see the soundrd@nd projection computer moved to the back ef th
church and the short wall removed to give the masgmore room. This will be brought up at thegrega-
tional retreat. They are not actively seeking savgers, but if anyone would like to join them,ytiveould be
welcomed. They are now rehearsing at 8:30 on Sumianing instead of 8:45. As a group, they alstepl
out some of the old music from the folders to madam for new. All singers were invited to helpipthe
music for each week. There was no interest imthsic workshop to be held at Bethlehem the firstkvef
October.

(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10)

Congregational Life Nancy reported that only two people had signetiuhelp with the float so far. Brad
Feichtner will drive and has a generator we coslel. uPearl has a flatbed. Since Anthony will heived
with another parade entry, we will use recordedioias “All Are Welcome.” Heidi will compose ancead
out an e-mail asking for people to help with treafl We will probably work on it on October 8 or We'll
decide for sure when we get a leader. There wikhIprogressive dinner for Campus Ministry on Seper
20. Holy Cross will host the salad portion of thener at 5:30 pm. Our committee will serve thiads for
approximately 50 people. The number will be conéd on Wednesday.

Heidi reported on the “Mutual Ministry Outreach Bram” she has put together. It will be called @wod
Samaritan Ministry and will be used to assist faéesilwho ask the church for help. Kidz Connectiats kvill
put kits together which will be available at theioth when the need arises. It will be trackede® i it
should be included in the budget in the futurenédyamade a motion to approve this program and & seg-
onded by Janet. Motion carried. Donations wilklseepted and Heidi will track it. Donations canrbn
through Benevolence — Good Samaritan which would beparate donation from yearly giving.

Pastor’'s Report Pastor Bill will be doing a wedding in BrainaMN on September 19. He is looking at pos-
sibly having a new member class sometime this fall.the King’s Men went very well. They meettae
church and will discuss men of the Bible. Alsa@ trew adult study on the Book of Faith started ept&nber
13 and went well. Confirmation starts this Wedmgs@&eptember 16 and Table Talks start tomorroyw; Se
tember 15. The October newsletter will have afahformation on the National Assembly. Theraibap-
tism coming up for Brett Robert Boden.

Old Business The congregational retreat will be held on Seytter 26. Heidi will make up a survey that will
be passed out at church on September 20. Thdrbendl sealed box to put them in and Heidi wilkie only
one to see them. The surveys will be used to giiel@iscussion at the retreat.

The next meeting will be held on October 12 at 80
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Cindy Kocabinski (with help from Nancy Palmer)
Secretary
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October 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 Book of Faith 9:00 All the
8:45 WPT 11:15 Kings Men
Rehearsal
10:00 Worship 6:00 Kids Connection
11:00 Coffee & 7:00-8:15 Confirmation Gypsy Day
Treats Grades 6-7-8 Parade
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30 Book of Faith Native 11:15
8:45 WPT American Day
Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
11:00 Coffee & 6:00 Secret Sisters
Treats @ Wild Oats 6:00 Kids Connection
7:00-8:15 Confirmation
6:30 Leadership Grades 6-7-8
Team
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30 Book of Faith
8:45 WPT 11:15
Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
11:00 Coffee &
Treats
6:00 Kids Connection
6:30 Women'’s 7:00-8:15 Confirmation 1:00-6:00 p.m.
Group Grades 6-7-8 Oktober Fest
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 Book of Faith
8:45 WPT 11:15 Daylight
Rehearsal savings time

10:00 Worship
11:00 Coffee &
Treats

Reformation
Sunday

6:00 Kids Connection
7:00-8:15 Confirmation
Grades 6-7-8

ends at 2 a.m.
November 1

Turn your
clocks back

There was two old dollar bills. One was a $100 dollar bill and the other was a $1 dollar bill. The $100 dollar bill
said, "I've lived a good life. I've been to the amusement park, the theater, the zoo and baseball games."

"Wow," said the $1 dollar bill. "You sure have had a good life."
"Where have you been?" asked the $100 dollar bill.

"Oh, I've been to a Baptist church, a Methodist church, a Lutheran church and an Episcopal church."
The $100 bill said, "What's a church?"
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